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How to How to
Judy Belcher • Cynthia Tinapple
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So you want to share your knowledge
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Practice isn’t the thing you 
do once you’re good.

It’s the thing you do that 
makes you good.

Malcolm Gladwell, Outliers
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10,000 Hours

to become an expert
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If you look at the careers of great entrepreneurs 
and you look at the moment they took their plunge, 
the plunge is rarely a great financial or material risk, 
it’s a social risk. 

At the moment they started their new businesses, 
everyone around them said, “You’re an idiot”.

 - Malcolm Gladwell

Tuesday, March 19, 13



You’re an idiot!
Learn to accept it gracefully
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Before you start
consider:

• What is motivating you?

• What will you teach?

• Who is your audience

• What is your natural skill set?
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What is motivating you?

Ambition or actualization?

Am I doing this out of a need to win, impress 
or get recognition (ambition) or am I doing 
this out of a desire to create, play and grow 
into a fuller expression of myself and share 
that with others (actualization)?
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If you are truly engaged...
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What will you teach?

• What problem have you solved?

• What technique have you perfected?

• Show me how to use my scrap

• It must be your own!
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What problem have 
you solved?
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What technique have you 
devised or perfected??
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How to use scrap
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It must be your own
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Lean In

• It’s the wild west so strap on your guns

• Don’t put it up if you aren’t ready to share

• Decide where you will put your energy
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Who is your audience?

• Beginners? Advanced?

• Where do they get 
their instruction now?

• How will you reach 
them?
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from our 2013 PCDaily survey
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Guild?
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What is your natural skillset?

• Do you like to speak in front 
of people?

• Do you have good writing 
skills?

• What are your strengths? 
Play to them.
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What teaching vehicle 
do you choose?
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Written?

Online?
In Person?
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Magazines
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Published books 
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82polymer clay master class

Be Passionate About the Process83

9.Cut the cane into 4 pieces, and puzzle them together, 

forming a braid.

11. Lay the braid on a piece of cardstock. Trace the outline. 

Cut off the sides of the paper straight with the width of 

the braid. Cut along the outline and discard the shape that 

mirrors the braid, leaving curved templates that will be 

used to cut the cane in step 12.

12. Build and reduce a turquoise/green stack following steps 

2, 4, and 5. Measure and cut the stack in half, matching 

the longer side, while keeping the lighter colors together 

as well as the darker. This stack needs to be the same size as 

the braid cane; you may need to manipulate the shape 

of the block to achieve that.

14. Assemble the pieces of the cane, making sure the points 

of the background pieces fit tightly into the valleys of the 

braid pieces.

6.Measure the length of your cane and cut it in half. Put the 

two light sides together, facing one another.

7.A template will help you shape your pieces correctly. 

Examine the template shown below and replicate the 

shape on a piece of cardstock, keeping in mind the 

dimensions should suit the face of the cane created in step 

6. Cut out the template, trace around it, and cut out the 

tracing to create 2 templates.

10. Cut the extending bits off one end of the cane. Add the 

cut-off sections to the corresponding spot on the opposite 

end, making it so that the cane has two flat ends to push 

against for reducing.

13. Cut the turquoise/green stack exactly in half, creating a 

lighter and darker stack. Place a template onto one of the 

halves. Bend a tissue blade and carefully cut the cane to 

match template. Adjust as necessary so this stack matches 

the braid. Repeat with the other half.

15. Reduce the cane as described in step 5 to approximately 

1 x 1 inch (2.5 x 2.5cm) and then cutting it in half. Store 

one-half and reduce the other half to about 3⁄4 x 3⁄4 inch (2 

x 2cm) to use for this first bracelet.

Place a template on each end of the cane, making sure 

they are oriented in the same direction. Keep pinching and 

pulling your cane until the shape matches the templates. 

Let the cane elongate as necessary.

8.Using a dark piece of polymer in the hue of the cane 

(in this case, dark purple), wrap the concave/inside curve 

and one end of the cane; this will add to the graphic illusion, 

exaggerating the shadow. Then put a very thin sheet of black 

around the other end and the convex/outside of the cane.

ELONGATINGA BLOCK

The following simple tips can be used to elongate a 

block as much as necessary.

Keep close to your work surface, and use it to 

impose flat sides on your stack as you reduce.

Go back and forth between your hands and the work 

surface.

Stretch the cane using your hands and/or an 

acrylic brayer.

TIP:The braid is a tessellated (repeatable) form, so you can 

cut the extending shapes from one side and add them back 

to the other side without disturbing the continuity of the 

pattern.

Books & Mags

• You are dealing with only what is seen on the page

• Must be clearly written with plenty of 
photographs.  May never be enough for some 
learners (so you need a thick skin)

• Know the cost (time, effort, copyright issues)  

• Generally low return (low $$ compared to 
other instructional options)

• The reward is exposure! No monetary value 
in doing Carol Duvall, but terrific exposure
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Online tutorials 
& virtual classes
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Highly recommended
to introduce you to the possibilities

Susan Lomuto’s 
(dailyartmuse)
online course

$125 diy or $197 with support
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GOOGLE IT
Stuck?
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Virtual teaching/selling
• Craftcast

• CraftArtEdu

• Etsy (and others abroad)

• Personal sales site/blog

• Subscriptions/memberships

• Craftsy

• CraftTV

• Fire Mountain Gems

• Polymer Manufacturers

• YouTube/Vimeo
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The value of free tutorials
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Self-published books, ebooks
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Christi Friesen talks about her ten self-published books.

from StudioMojo
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Teaching in person
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Beta test - Offer to demo where your work is sold, 
teach children – they will test your skills

Attract students - Show your work, attend retreats 
and conferences, demo at stores, be active in your 
guild, connect with the media

Make a fuss online - social media, email newsletters

Getting started 
with teaching
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Encourage guilds and artists 
to put instructions for visitors 
on their websites. 

Travelers want to know 
where to find polymer work, 
polymer classes, polymer 
stores in an area when they 
visit or vacation.

Where can visitors find...
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Craft Schools

•Arrowmont

•Touchstone

•Penland

•John C Campbell 
Folk School

•Haystack

•Snowfarm

•Peters Valley

Other venues
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Does online teaching take away from other teaching?

Alison Lee for StudioMojo
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Consider this...
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•	

Every brain is wired differently You may have to teach 
the same thing, but state it differently, show it differently… 
and male and female brains are different.

•	

Your energy level  No one can pay attention when you 
are boring.

•	

Repeat, repeat, repeat  Think of all the ways to repeat 
the most important parts of your lesson

•	

Vision trumps all other senses  Show and show again.
•	

Social learners  Some people prefer to learn in groups or 

with other people. 

•	

Solitary learners  Some people prefer to work alone ad 
use self-study. 

• Consider adding a critique or evaluation to your lesson.
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Learning styles

• Listening	
  	
  

• Seeing 

• Touch/experience
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Tools for teaching
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Find 
your 

inspiration
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Figure out
how to 

do it
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Prepare too many
steps!
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Prepare for class
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List all supplies
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Set Up Steps
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Photography
• modahaus, cubes and other setups

• Cynthia’s Mojo experience with video

• professional photographer

• take an online class

• links to SNAG photography-in-flux 
presentation

Tuesday, March 19, 13



Follow your passion

You ARE ready

Listen to your inner voice
(not your inner critic)
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Take	
  the	
  leap!
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Don’t water your weeds.

Harvey MacKay
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Don’t let money drive 
your decisions
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There’s more!

But wait!
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Find a helpful list of 
teaching software, resources and tips at: 

polymerclaydaily.com/teaching
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Panel of experts

• Alison Gallant, UK - in-person, books/mags

• Lindly Haunani - done it all

• Bettina Welker, Germany - done it all

• Jana Roberts Benzon - teaching online/in-person

• Natalia Garcia de Leaniz, Spain - teaching online/in-person

• Laurie Mika - in-person teaching, books

• Helen Breil, Canada - done it all

• Seth Savarick - in-person/online teaching
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